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GOOD WORKS

Healing Hands volunteers offer
surgery in needy countries

Area medical professionals
team with the Minnesota
Vikings’ Madieu Williams

3y Nancy Jones-Bonbrest
PECIAL TO THE BALTIMORE SUN

. After going on yearly mission trips dat-
ing back to the mid-1990s, four friends de-
cided they wanted to do more.
¢ So in 2007, they began their own non-
profit, Baltimore-based Healing Hands
Foundatlon They focused on providing
surglcal care to underprivileged people
and have since gone to Ecuador; Sierra Le-
one, Guatemala, the Philippines and Co-
lombia.. . .

. “When you do something like that, you
get hooked and want to do more to help,”
said Marco Avila, an engineer born in Ec-

_ uador who began volunteermg on mis-

smns asan interpreter.

He helped form Healing Hands, an all-
volunteer nonprofit, with doctors Jaime
Flores and Dylan Stewart, and nurse Su-
san S. Connolly:

. “You see these kids that don’t have a
chance, and you give them a chance,” said
Avila, executive director of the Healing
Hands Foundation. “[After] the surgery; it
changes their life completely. That just got
tome, to my heart.”

. This year they’ll travel to Sierra Leone
and Guatemala. The group will need to
raise $125,000 for its mission to Sierra Le-
one in-June, where it will send a team of
surgeons, dentists, nurses, teachers and
other volunteers.

. Flores, a plastic surgeon practicing in
Mlaml provides surgery

1

complex congenital malformations and
others in areas that lack resources and
surgical expertise. This involves educat-
ing local surgeons and health providers to
improve services in the area.

The organization also hopes toadd Heal-
ing Hands chapters at these sites so they
canraise funds locally and help with logis-
tics. A chapter has already been formed in
Guatemala.

This aspect is important, says Stewart,
because it’s a more sustainable contribu-

tion.

for cleftlips, palates, burn 66 “We wanted to try and
sears and other congeni- We go and figure leave something long-last-
tal deformities while on ¥ ing behind,” said Stewart,
missions. OUt:’hat IS director of pediatric trau-
* He said his love for vol- ¥ ma at Johns Hopkins Hos-
unteering came after he nee ed by ta'lkmg . pital. “It’s developing re-
shadowed a doctor while {0 the folks who lationships with doctors in
still an undergraduate at these countries and help-
the University of Mary- are 'there_” ing them develop their pro-

land. That doctor volun-
teered his Saturdays at a
free clinic in Washington.
His patients talked about how much they
loved him for donating his time, and that
was something Flores hoped one day oth-
ers would say about him.
| “When you go on one of these rmssmns
it’s that feeling multiplied by 100,” he said.
“These patients come from 16 hours away;
24 hours away, on horseback. They make it
toyou, and you do whatever isneeded.”

/ The group’s mission is to provide high-
qua.hty surglcal care for children with

Djaime Flores

grams, instead of thinking
we can just come over and
do it for them.”

Healing Hands has grown from one mis-
sion a year to three, with the goal of five
next year. Each mission takes about one
year to plan.

Depending on the need, the nonprofit
can bring specialized volunteers.

In Colombia, Healing Hands organized
90 volunteers with 14 specialties, including
obstetrics, pediatrics and intemal medi-
cine.

“We go and figure out what isneeded by
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A container of donated medical and school supplies is loaded and will be shipped to
Sierra Leone, Africa. Madieu Williams is in back in the middle.

talking to the folks who are there,” said
Flores.

For the second year in a row, the group
will team up with the Madieu Williams
Foundation for its trip to Sierra Leone.
The professional football player’s founda-
tion built the Abigail D. Butscher Primary
School in Calaba Town, and the two
groups will provide educational and medi-
cal resources during the trip.

Avila’s wife, Donna, a teacher at Boys’
Latin School of Maryland, will lead the
educational component with other volun-
teer teachers.

“There isjusta synergy between the two
groups,” said Williams, a Minnesota Vi-
kings football player and University of
Maryland alumnus born in Sierra Leone..

He said he is active with his foundation,
attending all the missions to Sierra Leone,
something he shares with the members of
Healing Hands.

“You are talking about doctors who are
extremely busy but take the time out to
make a difference in other parts of the
world,” he'said.

Already; organizers collected $2 million

in medical and school supplies that were .

packed up and are en route to Sierra Le-
one. They’ll distribute them once they ar-
rive in June.

For more information on the Healing
Hands Foundation or to volunteer, go to
thhfoundation.org. For more information
on the Madieu Williams Foundation, go to
madieuwilliams.org.

Man shot in Dundalk after
parking in wrong driveway

A Dundalk man was in critical condition Satur-

day morning after police said he was shot by a;
neighbor — apparently after accidentally park-
ing in the neighbor’s driveway. About 9:30 p.m.

Friday, a 45-year-old man parked in a driveway |
along the 7800 block of Fairgreen Road, according |

to Baltimore County Police. Another man, 55, the

apparent homeowner, came outside and con- . ;
fronted the man, pulled out a handgun and shot |

" himmultiple times, police said. “He justpulledup
in the wrong driveway,” said police spokesman ;
Lt. Robert McCullough. The victim was taken to |
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center where '
he was in critical condition, McCullough said. |
The shooter barricaded himself inside his home,

McCullough said. Police and hostage negotiators
talked with him through the night until police

were able to enter the home and take him into |

custody at 4 a.m. The shooter faces possible
charges of attempted murder and first-degree as-
sault, McCullough said.

— Jill Rosen \
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